The popular

school
holiday '‘Dreamschemes' (run by
the street-based youth workers
that Westlea co-funds with
Wiltshire Council) have returned
for 2009 and will be running this
summer for young people living
in Westlea’s key regeneration
areas.

Dreamschemes consist of 1-3 days
of community-based work followed
by a ‘reward" activity chosen by the

Westlea Forums

These established groups provide
an excellent way to consult,
inform, and learn from particular
groups of Westlea residents.

e The meets
three times a year. The meetings are
organised by an enthusiastic steering
group of residents who take an active
role in running the events. They are
increasingly interested in promoting
good practice and recognising local
services that are disabled-friendly.

e The also
meets three times a year and serves to
advise and consult older residents
around Westlea’s plans and to raise

young people involved. This year’s
focus will be on getting young
people who have not previously been
involved in a Dreamscheme activity
to participate in the work and enjoy
the pleasure of the reward! Rewards
have included trips to water parks,
canoeing, camping, and mountain
biking in the New Forest.

CONTACT Sophie Grist
on 01249 655249 or
email sophiegrist@wiltshire.gov.uk

awareness of agencies and services for
older people in the community. It also
provides social events and activities.
The Forum has a superb relationship
with Age Concern Wiltshire with
whom they produce a regular
newsletter.

e The

gives young
people the chance to discuss issues in
their local community. Meeting
monthly, young people talk about
their ideas can help shape how
Westlea should be spending its money
to improve their estates. They have
also set up a discussion board on
Facebook to communicate with each
other and Westlea between meetings.

Support for
young carers

When

Westlea
realised that a number of our
younger residents were
acting as carers for a family
member, we sought and
established a partnership
with Wiltshire Young Carers
to provide the young carers
with some support and help.

Young carers are children and
young people aged 5 - 25 that
provide a significant level of care
for a relative who is seriously ill
or disabled. This can be very
hard for them and interfere with
their schoolwork and social life.
The Wiltshire Young Carers
group provides a range of
support from mentoring sessions
and a counselling service to
weekly fun
activities that just
allow the young
carers to relax
away from their
caring
responsibilities.

CONTACT please call on
01380 720671 or email
yc@youthactionwiltshire.org

Many of these projects have been
carried out with the support of partner
organisations and residents.

Westlea aims to deliver projects that
improve the quality of life for residents
within their communities. These projects
are a key part of Westlea’s community
development strategy and our aim

to be a partner of choice.

Do any of these projects
spark ideas or connect with
something that you are
doing? Then please get in
touch - together we can
make a difference!

Community development project news from Westlea Housing

'The Pod has landed!

A fledgling

community
centre is now in place in the Hill
Rise area of Chippenham - the
result of two years' community
consultation and a lot of hard
work by all involved in turning
an idea into a reality.

Westlea Housing gained planning
permission from the former North
Wiltshire District Council several
months ago to put a large
portacabin (known as 'the Pod') on
Barrow Green for one year to act as
a base for community activities.
“This is something that's been talked
about for a long time so it's great
that to see it finally open!” says

Katie Scaife, Westlea Housing’s

Neighbourhood Worker for the area.

“I guess the idea came from young
people in the local area telling us
that there was nowhere for them to
go — they could only hang out in the
street which wasn't great given the
usual British weather and wasn't
always appreciated by other, older,
residents.”

Working with the local street-based
youth workers (co-funded by
Westlea and Wiltshire Council), the
young people consulted with other
residents to see how they felt about
having a community building on the
Green and found that there was
support for the idea. >PAGE 2
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“Residents understood that there
was a lack of things for young
people to do and also talked about
other things a community space
could be used for - like coffee
mornings and parent and toddler
groups,” says Katie. “And we at
Westlea realised that the Pod could
help us provide residents with better
access to services by providing
somewhere in the community where
we could hold drop-in sessions and
advice surgeries. It took a while to
research the options and get a
planning application together, but
the young people were patient and
now can see the result!”

The Pod is a flexible, adaptable space
and features a main room, an office,
kitchen area and toilet. Already the
Pod is now a base for nine local
agencies as an outreach/satellite
office/workspace. The street-based
youth workers are running a group
for young people on Monday nights
and the RISE Trust run another
evening drop-in on alternate
Wednesdays. Coffee mornings are
held on Saturdays. Key Westlea staff
run weekly ‘surgery’ hours in the
Pod; and Knightstone Housing,
which made a generous contribution
to the Pod, also has a monthly
surgery there.

The Council also agreed a standing
licence for the use of the Green for
Pod activities which means that it will
be easy to run spontaneous outdoor
activities centred at the Pod in the
future. “Residents are involved in
deciding what goes into the Pod,
what the Pod is used for, and how
the Pod is used,” says Katie Scaife.
“Local residents are the Pod’s
cleaners and the new Pod Planning
Committee is made up of residents
of all ages.”

Westlea says that if the Hill Rise Pod
proves a lively, growing community
facility, they will work together with
residents, the Council, and other
partner agencies to consider how
best to make the Pod a permanent
community asset.

CONTACT Katie Scaife at Westlea,
phone 01249 466015 or email
katie.scaife@westlea.co.uk

Community
allotment scheme

takes root

Westlea

has set up an
allotments scheme in the Potley
and Pockeridge area of Corsham -
working with residents there
who have agreed to let their
gardens be used for an allotment
scheme on a one-year trial basis.

“We had noticed that the gardens
were not getting much use,”
explains Emma Jane, Westlea's
Neighbourhood Worker for
Corsham. “So we approached the
residents with the idea of letting

other people use them to grow some K nhea at
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Local allotment groups often :
have lengthy waiting lists and
people without access to a

garden can find themselves

waiting for years before getting a
space to grow their own.”

The Potley and Pockeridge allotment
scheme is open only to other

residents
also living in the area;

15 people have signed up already
and are getting on with planting!
Local young people have expressed a
keen interest in the scheme and
Westlea is set to link with the local
Health Visitors to deliver cooking
courses for allotment users so they
can make sure they get the most out
of their fresh produce!

Another community allotment
scheme - aimed in part at teaching
children about gardening and
healthy eating - is also now in
development, using land donated by
Corsham Primary School’s
Broadwood Avenue site in Rudloe.

CONTACT Emma Jane at Westlea,
phone 01249 466156 or
email emma.jane@westlea.co.uk
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Community

momentum is
growing for plans - supported
and encouraged by Westlea - to
restore a neglected brook to a
living, biologically diverse local
amenity for Calne.

The Abberd Brook, running through
the Coleman’s Farm neighbourhood
in Calne, has sadly been reduced to
the state of little more than a ditch
over the years. Water voles and
ducks contend with litter and
shopping trolleys as they forage. The
water is dark, sluggish and muddy
and has little life left in it. But all this
seems set to change. Westlea is
proud to be working with local
residents on a big, bold plan to bring
the brook back to life.

Working with the River Restoration
Centre, the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust,
local government, and Black &
Veatch Engineering, residents and
community groups are coming
together to plan a way forward.
There is now a report on the
engineering needed to restore the
brook to a diverse, life-supporting
waterway. This includes not only
how to improve water flow but also
how to create a variety of habitats
along the brook’s route. Careful
thought is being given to how the
works can help reduce the threat of
flooding to buildings close to the

brook during wet years.
What sort of indigenous
plants can be planted along the
borders, ideas for a boardwalk and a
duck feeding platform, and
strategies for protecting the water
voles resident along the brook and
hopefully encouraging some otters
back into the area are all part of the
wide-reaching plan.

This plan can go nowhere, however,
without the full support of area
residents. Westlea is helping to foster
the support that is growing hand-in-
hand with the planning. Residents
will be getting together to consider
not just the technical aspects of re-
engineering the brook but the wider
opportunity this work creates for the
community: How is the area used
now? Where do people like to stop
along the brook? Where would
benches be best placed? Where
would people like to be able to get
down to the brook and explore it?
These are planning tasks that
residents are taking on with
Westlea’s help.

With organisational support from
Westlea, the Abberd Brook Watchers
group walks along the brook and
make notes of littered areas, items
dumped in the brook, and how
people are using the paths, so they
and build up a picture of how the
area is currently used.

Children are getting involved too.
The Abberd Brook Explorers group,
run by the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust
(WWT), offers family sessions during
school holidays. The Explorers get
right down into the brook,
examining the kind of creatures
living there, learning more about
them and what can help the
creatures thrive. Other activities
include making nesting boxes or
feeding stations for local birds.

These explorations of the brook are
then turned into crafty fun with the
help of Wiltshire Scrapstore. Children
create something that reflects what
they discovered with WWT whilst
reusing ‘rubbish’ creatively rather
than just tossing it away! Raising
awareness of the brook helps
children to understand the
importance of the brook and to
value its role in the health of the
community. Westlea financially
supports these sessions so they can
be offered free of charge.

CONTACT Denise Cooper at
Westlea, phone 01249 466052 or
email denise.cooper@westlea..co.uk






